Dear M. Wananeker :

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public nmeeting in Geenville,
M ssissippi, on April 9, 2003. In your statenent you presented
the followng itens of interest or concern.

a. Expressed appreciation for maintenance gravel for the
main line Mssissippi River levees in your district.

b. D scussed |evee slides along the main Iine M ssissipp
Ri ver | evees.

c. Discussed the status of design and construction itens
associated with the M ssissippi River |evees.

d. Expressed concern over the progress on the Big
Sunfl ower River Maintenance Project and stressed your conm tnent
to resunption of this maintenance project.

e. Discussed the Yazoo Backwater Project and the Levee
Board’ s belief that the project offers an econom c and
envi ronnent al bal ance.

f. Discussed the proposal that the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers provide funds to the Levee Board for future denolition
of the buildings at Greenville Engineer Yard.
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g. Requested that Vicksburg District explore offering
incentives to retain personnel currently serving in critical
posi ti ons.

The Conmm ssion shares your concern that a reliable | evee
roadway is needed at all tinmes, but especially during high
wat er. Funding requests are nade each year for crushed stone
to be placed on the M ssissippi River |evee system Currently,
a supply contract for crushed stone is being advertised by the
Vi cksburg District. Placenent of the crushed stone under this
contract is scheduled to begin later this nonth.



The Conmi ssion understands that |evee slide repairs are
critical to maintain the integrity of the M ssissippi River
| evee system The Vicksburg District conducted an inspection
of the levee slides in your district in May and slide repairs
are in progress. W anticipate all slides on the M ssissipp
Ri ver | evee system should be repaired by Decenber of this year.

Thanks to the close working rel ationship and support of the
Board of M ssissippi Levee Conmm ssioners, |evee enlargenents and
berm pl acenent in the State of M ssissippi are progressing well.
Levee Item488-L is scheduled for bid opening in July 2003 and
consists of 8.8 mles of main line levee, utilizing 2 mllion
cubic yards of riverside borrow and 3.8 mllion cubic yards of
river sand. Careful planning between your Board and affected
| andowners over the past 3 years has nmade this large | evee job
possible. An additional 3.4 mles of levee, Item474-L, is
currently under design and schedul ed for a Fiscal Year 2004
advertisement and award. This will conplete the | evees north
of Arcadia Point in Issaquena County, M ssissippi

The Conm ssion is al so concerned about the restart of the
Big Sunfl ower River Mintenance Project. The Vicksburg District
is conducting the necessary studies to conplete the Suppl enent al
Environnental |npact Statenent (SEI'S) as quickly as possible.
The draft report is scheduled for conpletion in Novenber 2003,
with final SEIS in July 2004. The Comn ssion appreciates the
Levee Board’s continued support to provide this maintenance
project for the south delta region and commts to seek adequate
funds to continue the project.
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The Conmi ssion appreci ates your kind words regardi ng the
handling of the turnover of Geenville casting field by the
Menphi s and Vicksburg Districts. In regard to the Corps
providing funds to the Levee Board for future denolition of the
bui | di ngs, the Comm ssion is optimstic a nutual agreenent can
be reached. Menphis District will continue to discuss this
i ssue with you and your board.

The Vicksburg District recognizes the inportance of having
appropri ate nmanagenent teans and processes in place to provide
continuity and expertise for critical projects such as the Big
Sunf | ower Mai ntenance and Yazoo Backwater Projects. Your idea



of offering nonetary incentives to retain personnel has been
verbal ly discussed with you by M. Doug Kam en

Thank you for your comments before the Conm ssion, and we
| ook forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssi on



